
 
 

 
COVID-19 is a high contagious virus, which has resulted in 236,000 confirmed 
cases and 5,600 deaths in the US alone. This pandemic has rattled the 
global economy and halted a range of industries, resulting in skyrocketing 
unemployment.  For organizations like Care For Friends, there is added risk 
because our population is immuno-compromised generally. We are balancing the  
threat  of an outbreak with ensuring that people get fed.  We have continued our 
operations while seeking to protect our guests and volunteers from the virus:   
 

1. We have adjusted our operations, but we are still distributing meals to 
those in need. We are (in a way) mirroring the restaurant industry and 
offering snacks, hot meals to go and bagged lunches, walking the line 
between adhering to safety recommendations of social distancing, while 
also providing support to our community.  
 

2.  We are meeting people at the door with sacks rather than bringing them 
together for a common meal. 
 

3. Each guest receives a pump of hand sanitizer before receiving services.  
  

4. Our guests are required to wait in line at least six feet apart outside of our 
facilities the distances are demarcated with chalk.   

 
5. We have expanded our market table options, to allow for our guests with 

access to cooking facilities, to take foods to cook at home, in addition to 
the meals we provide them. This limits the amount of time they have to 
leave to get food.  

 
6. In order to protect the health of our volunteers, we have halted our 

volunteer program, and increased the hours of our hourly workers. While 
we are pleased that we can still offer them a steady income, these 
increased hours have been an unexpected expense. 

 
7. In addition to our traditional guests, we are providing meals for newly 

unemployed individuals and anticipate an increase in their numbers.    
 

8. We have cancelled a fund-raising event planned for the spring.   
 

9. Despite the challenges, we will continue to serve and support the most 
vulnerable in our community in a safe and healthy way. 

 


